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junior: dEBEN ARCHERY CLUB (J:DAC)

club INFORMATION LETTER

What’s in here? Hopefully, everything you need to know!
· Introduction

· Who is J:DAC for?

· When does J:DAC meet?

· Where does J:DAC meet?
· The shooting venues
· What does it cost?
· What do I need to bring? What facilities are there?
· Aims of J:DAC

· Some further information about Deben Archery Club
· What to do now…..
Introduction
Following discussions with a local school, Deben Archery Club (DAC) has decided to expand its activities for Children interested in archery. This decision is both in response to the number of requests we have been getting for younger children to join our regular beginners courses, and is due to the information we have been receiving from local schools on the lack of opportunities for children to continue archery after their initial introduction via schools-run programmes.
Who is J:DAC For?

This is aimed at children aged 7 - 12, and has been initially advertised schools in the Kesgrave area. Juniors over 10 are able to join the full Deben Archery Club, and shoot more often (subject to Club Coach approval), but then must operate under the rules of the main club, which means they must be supervised at all times by their parents.  Juniors joining the main club will be required to pay our normal membership fees (see below). The Deben membership structure looks like this:
	Age
	Where to Join

	7 to 12
	J:DAC – Saturday mornings, once per month, as a “J:DAC Member”

	10  to 18
	Deben Archery Club (DAC), as a “full Junior Member” (graduating from J:DAC)

	12+ to 18
	Deben Archery Club (DAC), as a “full Junior Member” (graduating from the DAC Beginner’s Course)


When does J:DAC meet?
J:DAC will meet on one Saturday morning each month where it will run two 1 hour sessions of archery under the instruction of club coaches. Parents / guardians will be able to leave their children for the duration of the session if they wish. Alternatively they are also welcome to stay and watch. The dates of the Saturday sessions will be posted in advance on the Deben Archery Club Website, at http://www.deben-archery.org.uk/juniors.html.
Please note that each one-hour session will be limited to a maximum of 20 children, with places to be allocated on a “first-come, first-served” basis. Parents / guardians wishing to sign up on behalf of their children in advance of a session, should email their preferred date and session to: juniors@deben-archery.org.uk . You are of course free to arrive on the day without booking, but please note that in this case places will be subject to availability. 
There will be session booking forms available at the taster sessions to reserve a place for the next months’ session. Alternatively it will be possible to be added to the lists for future sessions by emailing us at juniors@deben-archery.org.uk .

Where does J:DAC meet?
J:DAC will use two venues: The outdoor / summer venue, which is the Deben Archery Club Field (also known as Bob’s Meadow) and the indoor / winter facility which is Gorselands Primary School, the intention is to use the field during the summer season (May - September) and Gorselands during the winter season (October – April).
The Shooting Venues
1) Bob’s Meadow, Bucklesham Road, Ipswich
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2) Gorselands School, Dobbs Lane, Kesgrave
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What does it cost?
J:DAC charges on per session basis. The fee per session will be £3 that will cover all the equipment required, the hire of the venue and the insurance cover from Archery GB (formerly known as The Grand National Archery Society, or GNAS - the UK’s governing body). 

Should attendees wish, following a period of coaching and assessment at J:DAC, they will be eligible to join Deben Archery Club as a junior member. As per the above, this membership will entitle them to shoot with the main club. The fees for a junior membership of DAC are presently £6.00 per month for the 2011/12 year.  Further information on joining the main club is given below.

What do I need to bring? What facilities are there?

Archers should always wear a close-fitting top, ideally long-sleeved (to avoid entanglement in the string), as well as closed-in shoes (no sandals). Warmer clothing and waterproofs, as well as sturdy footwear are advisable when shooting outdoors. Archers should also bring a drink and a snack with them. Please note that when shooting outdoors at Bob’s Meadow, there are no toilet facilities. There are facilities at Gorselands School and at Tunstall Village Hall. 
Aims of J:DAC
The club’s aim will be to promote interest in the sport of archery amongst primary school-age children, by running a regular curriculum based around:

Safety and responsibility 
Technique 

Coaching and Development 

Basic competitive engagement 
Having fun!
All five aspects will be taught by qualified archers, who have been appropriately accredited by Archery GB / The Grand National Archery Society (the UK’s governing body) to teach archery to younger children. Additionally other club members will be on hand to assist as required. All equipment will be provided.
Further Information about Deben Archery Club for Children (and Parents)
Children who have attended J:DAC and who have been assessed by the club coaches as having reached a suitable level of competence and safety awareness, will (after the age of 10) be welcome to join the main Deben Archery Club as a full junior member, should they wish to do so. They will not be required to take the normal beginner’s course before doing so (normally open to children over the age of 12). Fees as a full Junior member of DAC are £6.00 per month. Monthly membership of DAC (paid by most club members on a standing order basis) entitles Junior members to shoot with the main club and to use Bob’s Meadow all year, 7 days per week (other than the fortnight around the Suffolk Show in May), and our indoor venue, Tunstall village hall. The only criteria are that full Junior members must be accompanied by a parent or guardian at all times, and that there must always be another adult club member / archer present while shooting. For this reason, DAC recommends that Junior members attend DAC during the normal club sessions, which are given below
Please note that full Junior members of DAC will still be very welcome to attend J:DAC meetings until the age of 12. Attendance at J:DAC will be covered under the current Junior DAC monthly fee of £6.00..

The aim of DAC is to get as many people enjoying the sport of archery as possible. If you are a parent or guardian and you would like to start shooting as well, DAC offers several beginners’ courses through the year which are aimed at ages 12 and up. The club already has several parent / child combinations who shoot together at the club. Please contact us at enquiries@deben-archery.org.uk for further information. 

Outdoors (March – September) 
Location:  Bob’s Meadow, Bucklesham Road, Ipswich (per map No. 1, above)
Times: From 6pm to dusk on Tuesday evenings (outdoors), and from 10am on Sunday mornings. 
Indoors (October to March)

Location: While Bob’s Meadow is still available to those who wish to brave the invariably inclement weather, most of the club will move to our indoor shooting venue, which is Tunstall Village Hall.
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Times: From 7pm – 10.30pm on Tuesday evenings, and from 10am – 1pm on Sunday mornings.

Further Notes

As J:DAC is a new venture for the club, those running the club will initially be a mix of qualified tutors and volunteer helpers. The club has a Child Protection Officer (CPO) who will be responsible for holding the necessary registers and for communicating the procedures regarding the protection of children to parents and guardians on request. Those running the J:DAC sessions hold the appropriate Enhanced Criminal Records Bureau (CRB) checks. Within Deben Archery Club, there will be a programme for volunteer helpers to obtain Archery GB levels of coaching qualification. With these qualifications come required sections on working specifically with children; it is hoped that these will ultimately broaden the capacity of the junior club over time. Please note that should parents or guardians wish to stay with their children at J:DAC they will not be expected to help, but any involvement that they wish to have assisting with their children, or assisting generally with the running of the club will always be gratefully received.
What to do now?

The best place to find current information on Deben Archery Club is always the Club’s website, at www.deben-archery.org.uk. 

If your child would like to start archery, please email juniors@deben-archery.org.uk, or simply come along to one of the advertised sessions. We aim to make these both instructive and fun! If you have any queries, please email us at juniors@deben-archery.org.uk and we will do our best to answer as helpfully as we can. 
Please complete and sign the membership form and bring this with you to the session you plan to attend. 

We look forward to seeing you there!












Tunstall Village Hall is located in the centre of Tunstall Village behind the Green Man Pub. There is a large carpark accessed from the B1078, just before the T-junction with the B1069 (next to the pub). PLEASE NOTE: Space in the hall is restrcted. Please check arefully that no shooting is taking place before entering the main hall.
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Gorselands School is located just off Dobbs Lane in Kesgrave. Once at the school, follow the targets to the school hall to find J:DAC’s indoor shooting venue.
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Bob’s Meadow is located just outside the village of Foxhall on the right-hand side of Bucklesham Road (as you are driving towards Ipswich). It is marked by a series of metal five-barred gates. Once on the field, follow the targets to the shooting ground! Please note that there are no toilet facilities at Bob’s Meadow. 
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